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Step 1: Plan Ahead 
�  Start thinking about how to dispose of  a material at the 

buying stage: 
�  Can you purchase a less hazardous material? 
�  Can you get a smaller size? 
�  Will the material be able to go into a current lab waste 

stream, or will a new one need to be started? 

�  Is the material a peroxide former? 
�  If  yes, there are limits to how long the material can be stored 

prior to disposal. 

�  Look around your lab at the materials being used.  
�  Is everything well-labeled?  
�  Are there waste streams for those items?  
�  Are there any “inherently waste-like” items in the lab? 



Step 1: Plan Ahead 
�  Example: Importance of  labeling. 

�  A lab recently had a chemical cleanout of  materials 
left behind by researchers.  

�  Many of  the containers had no label, a faded label, 
or abbreviations that were unknown to the EHS rep. 

�  After sorting through the materials to identify as 
many as possible, the lab was left with 34 unknowns. 

�  Testing and disposal of  these containers cost the lab 
$1,700. 

�  Lessons learned: 

�  Label all containers. 
�  Ensure the lab has a chemical abbreviation list that 

includes all abbreviations in use by lab members. 
Update this list regularly. 



Getting Rid of  “Stuff” 
-  Can the item be reused? 

-  Lab items: 
-  Useful to others in lab? 
-  Could other labs use item? 

-  Non-lab items: 
-  If  clean and in working condition, bring 

to Choose to Reuse or post on Reuse 
listserv.  

-  Packaging: 
-  Does vendor have a take-back program? 



Getting Rid of  “Stuff” 
Hazardous Material 

Biological 

Solid 

Biowaste 
container 

Sharp 

Sharps 
container 

Liquid 

Inactivate 

Sink if  
no other 
hazard 

See next 
slides if  

chem or rad 



Getting Rid of  “Stuff” 
Hazardous material 

Chemical 

Solid 

Red tag; 
Solid waste 
container 

Sharp 

Red tag; 
Sharps 

container 

Liquid 

Red tag; 
Liquid waste 

container 



Getting Rid of  “Stuff” 
Hazardous material 

Radioactive 

Solid 

Solid rad waste 
container 

Sharp 

Sharps rad 
container 

Liquid 

Liquid rad waste 
container 

Note: Rad waste is segregated based on half-life; all rad waste 
must have a waste log sheet attached and filled out as items are 
added to waste. 



Getting Rid of  “Stuff” 
Hazardous material 

Gas cylinders 

Returnable (rented) 
Airgas cylinders 

Contact John 
Jordan for pickup 

Non-returnable 

Contact EHS for 
assistance 



Getting Rid of  “Stuff” 
Equipment 

Decontaminate 
as appropriate 

Contact Property 
Office 

if  there is an MIT Tag 
on the equipment 

Put green 
decon sticker 
on equipment 

Enter recycling 
request 

through Atlas 

Details on each 
department’s safety 
website. 



Getting Rid of  “Stuff” 
Non-hazardous lab material 
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Getting Rid of  “Stuff” 
Other types of  waste 

•  Aerosol cans – if  can has (or had) flammable contents, 
treat as hazardous waste and red-tag. 

•  Batteries – battery recycling in mailrooms and VWR 
stockroom. 

•  eWaste – removed by Facilities through Atlas request 
•  Copiers, computers, stereos, TVs, etc. 

•  Light bulbs – due to hazardous materials in light bulbs, 
treat as hazardous waste. 

•  Plastic bags – collection containers inside mailrooms. 
•  TechnoCycle - for small electronics 
•  Containers inside mailrooms. 
•  Examples: CDs, DVDs, cell phones, keyboards, mice, 

external drives, cables 
 



Useful Links 
�  Lab Waste Stream Fact Sheet - 

https://ehs.mit.edu/site/sites/default/files/secure/FS_0047.pdf  

�  Working Green at MIT - 
http://web.mit.edu/workinggreen/ 

�  Facilities Recycling Website - 
https://mit.edu/facilities/environmental/
recycling.html   

�  Facilities Trash Removal website - 
https://mit.edu/facilities/services/trash.html  

�  EHS Waste Management Site - 
https://ehs.mit.edu/site/waste  



When in 
doubt, ask! 


